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At the beginning of July, 1861, the Federals had 30,000 men encamped along the Potomac near

the heights of Arlington under the general command of General Winfield Scott, who was a veteran

of the war of 1812, as well as the Mexican war, but who was at this time aged and infirm, and

remained in Washington, and Brigadier- General Irvin McDowell was in immediate command of the

army. Another 20,000 men lay at Martinsburg under General Patterson who like Scott was a veteran

of the war of 1812 and of the Mexican war.
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